\‘g"‘
ws W

ouna

Yeme

L6Y 0]

4
the worl
e

D

)
§=
(72
=

oot
aat =
- .
e )
rrp T

S

o

—v

=



Notes from Michael

“Flood”

written and arranged by Michael League
transcribed by Michael League
recorded on Tell Your Friends, Ropeadope Records 2010

[ started the writing process for this tune with the opening keyboard riff. It was the
first tune written for “Tell Your Friends,” and as I was deep in the Dallas music scene
at this time, [ originally planned on it being a hip-hop vamp. I didn’t even realize it
was in 7/4 until I started singing drum grooves over it... at which point I decided it
best to develop it into a Snarky Puppy tune.

All of the melodies in this tune were written by simply singing over the piano parts. |
think that’s what gives the song its legs, so to speak. Everything is very singable, and
very simple. Flood is, in fact, only 4 chords (and even 4 voicings!). The thing that
makes it sound so involved is the use of different bass notes under those voicings.
For example, the very first chord/voicing you hear in the track (F# - G# - D#, in
ascending order) appears as an Emaj9, C#m11, and F#6/9 (no 3rd) at different
points throughout. The only thing that changes is the bass note.

[ tried my best to really create a contour, even a story, within this tune. The whole
direction for the contour came from trying to musically create the feeling of a slow
overflow. This idea helped to keep me centered during the writing process, and
ultimately encouraged me to reuse as much harmonic and melodic material as
possible. If nothing else, Flood is about the contour- the subtle (and eventually not-
so-subtle) rises and retractions in the dynamics and melodies.

Getting nerdy for a minute: the outro is actually still in 5/4. | have it written in 4 /4
for simplicity’s sake, and because that’s how it sounds. When dividing a bar of 5/4
evenly, you get 2 sections of 2 % beats. Put the kick on the downbeat and the snare
on the “and” of 2, leave out the subdivisions, and you have a 4/4-ish backbeat. Voila.

Off-the-page stuff to try:

1) We have been playing the main A-section groove as a kind of Motown thing,
with snare on every beat and a Pino Palladino/Larry Graham style driving
eighth-note bass groove.

2) Have the drummer really memorize and grasp the contour of the melody
behind their solo. Try to build the section with minimalism behind the kit-
you’ll be surprised at how little work needs to be done while still giving the
tune momentum.

3) Have other band members sing the horn melody during the drum solo (at bar
49) along with the horns. It sounds pretty interesting with the combination
of timbres- both horns and voices.



4) Play the outro however you feel it- slow, fast, laid-back, high-energy... We do
it differently every night.
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